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Incidentally I have been told that Hogarth prevented ^
injury to the great mound by enlisting the support of the Kaiser,
who had an amateur interest in archaeology.

These rivalries might have been bridged had there been good
will on both sides, but the whole attitude of the Germans was so
repellant to Lawrence and Woolley that this was impossible. I
have reason to believe that many of the stories about Lawrence's
practical jokes at the expense of the Germans are apocryphal.]

43 : TO D. G. HOGARTH
Dec. 12 [1911]                                                                             Aleppo
Dear Mr. Hogarth, I got here today, and found Wilkie
Young going off: Mr. Fontana1 came yesterday. It seems Wilkie
Young went over to Jerablus some time back, found a dozen
German engineers sounding for rock-bottom etc. and was told by
them that they were going through the big mound.2 He explained
that it was English property and gave them to understand we
owned the whole place. This was to leave us a chance of buying
it: very sporting of him I think.
Tonight one of these engineers told me that the plans are being
changed for the third time. They now propose a temporary
bridge to the N. of the site, for materials etc., and the permanent
one to the South: he thought it possible that a slice might
eventually be taken off either end, or one end, but now there are
to be built in the spring large store-sheds, repairing shops, and
living houses. These with sidings, he expects to take up most of
the site. The building of the approaches and temporary bridge
will be begun as soon as the final plans are published: in any case
by the spring. This looks like high wages and a shortage of men.
Meanwhile a party of surveyors is still there, and has been
since August, so that the hopes of my picking up our leavings of
antiquities are practically nil. Everywhere else they have bought
things most freely, and no doubt here also. Still I will go across
in the hope of seeing what they have.
Again, I don't suppose Hassan agha will want to sell over-
much, or if he did he will have sold already: Wilkie Young's
1 British Consul at Aleppo.         2 Of Carchemish.